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SINCE 1983, Asian Americans Advancing Justice-Los Angeles (Advancing Justice-LA) has 
proudly served and advocated for Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander (AANHPI) 
communities. As the nation’s largest legal organization focused on AANHPIs, we advance justice for 
all marginalized communities through direct services, impact litigation, policy advocacy and research, 
leadership development, and capacity-building of partner organizations.

In 2015, we had over 85 staff and a budget of $10.7 million, more than double our budget from  
five years ago. In addition, 580 volunteers contributed more than 21,000 hours last year, worth  
$4.3 million in additional assistance for our organization, our community partners, and most  
importantly our clients. 

As we grow, we also continue to expand our impact. In 2015, we reached 10,000 limited-English 
speaking callers who contacted our Asian language legal helplines. There were thousands in 
Southern California and across the nation whom we helped to escape domestic violence, apply  
for immigration benefits, learn English and U.S. civics, and naturalize as U.S. citizens. And through  
our leadership programs, we served nearly 1,700 local youth and community members. 

But our impact is greater than numbers. It is the stories of youth leaders like Trina Pasambul, who 
went from DACA client to community organizer, and clients like Touch Hak, for whom we helped 
secure a significant stay of deportation so he could provide his very ill brother with a kidney 
transplant. It is the cases we litigate, like the California Voting Rights Act lawsuit against the City of 
Fullerton on behalf of the city’s sizeable Asian American population that has never been able to win 
a city council seat. 

And it is the journey of all who have touched our lives over the years, like the 72 Thai garment  
workers who were imprisoned as virtual slave laborers in suburban El Monte. Freed in 1995, they 
brought a lawsuit that resulted in a $4 million settlement and led to major changes in California’s 
regulation of “sweatshops,” retailer and manufacturer accountability, and federal immigration  
visas for trafficking victims. In 2015, we were thrilled to celebrate 20 years of freedom with these 
courageous workers, some of whom are now U.S. citizens, proud parents, and business owners.

Thank you for your generous support that has allowed us to be so impactful. We look forward to 
your ongoing partnership as we continue to fight for justice and a voice for our communities.

Stewart Kwoh
President & Executive Director

Nita Song  
Chair, Board of Directors
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Twenty years ago, in a case that 
grabbed international headlines, more 
than 70 Thai garment workers were 
found in captivity, living and sewing 
behind barbed wire and under armed 
guard in a suburban Los Angeles 
apartment complex. The immigrants 
had been sewing garments for some 
of the nation’s leading retailers and 
manufacturers, in conditions that 
amounted to modern-day slavery, for 
as long as seven years. 

But the labor enforcement raid that 
uncovered the enslaved workers 
led not to freedom, but instead to 
imprisonment in an immigration 
detention center. Trafficked from 
Thailand to the U.S., the workers 
lacked legal status and were 
effectively sent from one prison 
to another. Under pressure from 
immigrant and worker rights 
advocates from Advancing Justice-LA, 
Koreatown Immigrant Workers 
Alliance, and Thai Community 
Development Center, immigration 
officials finally released the garment 
workers on August 10, 1995.

“It was only after being released 
from immigration detention, after 
years of being held in the El Monte 
compound, that the workers were 
able to experience America for the 
first time," said Julie Su, California's 
labor commissioner and former 
Advancing Justice-LA litigation 

TWENTY YEARS OF FREEDOM:  
The Journey of the El Monte Garment Workers 

director, who served as lead counsel 
in the groundbreaking case. In the 
end, the workers won a $4 million 
settlement that sparked sweeping 
changes in corporate accountability, 
including holding companies 
responsible for meeting minimum 
wage requirements for all workers at 
every level in the production chain. 

The case also paved the way for 
a range of immigration relief for 
victims of trafficking and domestic 
violence, including the creation of 
the “T” and “U”visa categories, 
which grant trafficking victims 
lawful immigration status and 
work authorization. The workers 
themselves helped secure the nation’s 
strongest anti-sweatshop law, making 
California a model for protecting 
low-wage immigrant workers.

In the years since they were released, 
the workers have been pursuing the 

American dream, starting families and 
businesses, and becoming citizens. 
“Ever since that day we were rescued 
from El Monte, it’s been like a dream 
come true. We have enjoyed our 
lives. We married. We have kids, own 
a house, have jobs, own a car,” said 
Maliwan Clinton, a former worker and 
mother of two teenage sons.

“Since this case, my life has been 
better. I have my freedom. I became 
a citizen. I can enjoy a basic thing 
like riding my motorcycle to the 
beach,” said Win Chuiagnan, another 
former worker and the proud owner 
of a Thai restaurant in Los Angeles. 

Despite the horrible working 
conditions they suffered and a 
harrowing journey through both the 
immigration and legal systems, the 
workers have been powerful voices 
for justice. Speaking to the workers 
at an event commemorating the 20th 
anniversary of their freedom, Julie 
Su emphasized the impact of their 
decision to stay in the U.S. to hold 
their traffickers accountable for what 
they had done. 

"Because of you, the federal 
government passed laws to make it 
possible for survivors of trafficking 
and domestic violence and other 
crimes to fight for their dreams,” she 
said. “Now workers in all different 
industries seeking justice look to 
your case and see that they can 
go all the way to the top to hold 
companies responsible.”



Spotlight: TRINA PASUMBAL

From Client to Rising Community Leader
Trina Pasumbal first came to Advancing Justice-LA for 
help in applying for the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program. “The most important thing 
for me was finding someone who was there for me 
and who could support and guide me,” said Trina. “As 
an undocumented student, you can feel really lost and 
hopeless, so having someone support you and show you 
that you don’t have to go through this alone is key.”

Trina was then introduced to ASPIRE-LA, an 
undocumented Asian and Pacific Islander youth-led 
organization where she met her "second family" and 
where she was introduced to the immigrant youth 
movement. Through her work with ASPIRE-LA, she 
was inspired to encourage other undocumented youth 
to seek out help and resources and to get organized 
around the issue of immigration. Trina became an intern 
with Advancing Justice-LA’s youth leadership program 
and eventually a long-term fellow helping lead youth 
leadership trainings.

Through the youth leadership program, Trina has 
worked directly with undocumented students, parents, 
and community members in the San Gabriel Valley. Her 
leadership has helped to create safe, intergenerational, 

multilingual spaces where undocumented persons of all 
ages can get resources, share their stories, and advocate 
for themselves and their community. Today, she is a 
staff organizer for ASPIRE-LA, the first Asian and Pacific 
Islander undocumented youth organization in Southern 
California, working with youth throughout Los Angeles. 
As a rising community leader, Trina is realizing her 
dream of making sure other undocumented youth never 
feel alone. 

Asian Americans Shut Out of City Hall
Lawsuit Filed Against City of Fullerton Leads to Major Voting Rights Victory

In March, Advancing Justice-LA, 
along with ACLU of Southern 
California, the Law Office of Robert 
Rubin, and Sidley Austin LLP, filed a 
lawsuit against the City of Fullerton 
for violation of the California Voting 
Rights Act (CVRA). Brought on behalf 
of the city’s sizeable Asian American 
population, the lawsuit charged that 
the city’s existing at-large elections—
in which city council members are 
elected by every voter in the city, 
regardless of where the candidate 
and voter live—deny Asian American 
and other minority populations the 
ability to exercise their collective 
voting power.

“Although almost one in four 
eligible voters in the City of Fullerton 
is Asian American, Asian American 

candidates, who enjoy widespread 
support from the Asian American 
community, have been consistently 

defeated under the at-large voting 
system, denying the community 
meaningful and fair representation 
in the city," said Deanna Kitamura, 
supervising attorney for Advancing 
Justice-LA’s Voting Rights Project.

In July, a settlement was successfully 
reached and the City of Fullerton 
agreed to develop a district-based 
system for electing its city council 
which it will present for voter 
approval in November 2016. The 
city must also include extensive 
community input into the potential 
district lines. Advancing Justice-LA 
continues to work with community 
groups and community leaders to 
engage and educate the public 
regarding the map drawing process.  

Trina Pasumbal (center) at the 2015 Family Empowerment Festival



2015 DEMOGRAPHIC REPORTS
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In 2014, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
granted a one-year deportation reprieve to Touch Hak, 
so he could donate a kidney to his older brother, Puthy, 
who was suffering from end-stage renal failure and 
undergoing kidney dialysis.

Touch, a Cambodian refugee and lawful permanent 
resident, was relieved to be able to help the brother  
who had supported him through many hard times.

Touch had come to the U.S. with his family in 1985 after 
fleeing the Khmer Rouge genocide in Cambodia. “I 
struggled a lot growing up in a refugee camp, and then 
the projects when my family came to California,” said 
Touch. As a fifth grader, he survived a shooting at his 
Stockton elementary school, when a gunman entered 
the schoolyard and killed five Southeast Asian refugee 
children. Without counseling or support, Touch struggled 
in school and eventually fell into addiction. After being 
charged with a drug crime in 2005, he was faced with a 
deportation order.

“I lost everything when I went to prison, but my brother 
was always there for me and helped me turn my life 
around,” said Touch. “I owe so much to him. Now it’s  
my turn to be there for him.”

The brothers were devastated when preliminary testing 
showed they were not a match for a kidney transplant 
but they found a pilot program at UC San Diego which 
would match them with other donor-recipient pairs. 
The program, however, required Touch to remain in 
the country for at least three years to undergo lengthy 
testing and post-operative care.

In July, Advancing Justice-LA staff attorney Jacqueline 
Dan filed an application with ICE to postpone Touch’s 
deportation order for a three-year period. In September, 
Touch was granted another one-year stay, which was  
not long enough to allow him to qualify for the new 
pilot program.

Together with the Southeast Asia Resource Action Center 
(SEARAC) and nearly 40 national and local organizations, 
Advancing Justice-LA continued to advocate for Touch, 
meeting with senior ICE officials to request a stay of 
removal on humanitarian grounds.

“ICE told us that their internal policy was to only grant a 
one-year stay of removal,” said Jaqueline Dan. “We had 
to point out that their own regulations fully allow them 
to grant any amount of time that they deem appropriate 
under the circumstances.”

In October, Touch finally received a letter from his local 
ICE field office informing him that he would be granted 
a three-year stay of removal upon enrollment into the 
paired donation program at UC San Diego. The three-
year stay is the longest ever granted by ICE, and it finally 
provided Touch the opportunity to repay Puthy’s love 
and support over the years.

Cambodian Refugee Confronts Deportation, 
Fights to Save Dying Brother



580
interns, and pro bono  
attorneys contributed 
over 21,000 HOURS— 
worth $4.3 million

VOLUNTEERS,
23,500
GET OUT THE VOTE 
(GOTV) CALLS made 

to registered voters in

10 Asian & Pacific

Islander languages

425 

INDIVIDUALS 
enrolled in  
ESL/Civics courses

10,000 
calls made to 

legal helplines in 8 
languages

89
community-based 
organizations  
provided with CAPACITY  
BUILDING SUPPORT 

1,685
youth & adults participated 

in LEADERSHIP TRAININGS, 

community service events,  

and large-scale convenings

174 
SUBGRANTS

to community partners 
worth $2.2 million

CITIZENSHIP 
APPLICANTS 
ASSISTED
by Advancing Justice-LA 
& NEW AMERICANS 
CAMPAIGN partners  
across the U.S.

7,814

6,152
INDIVIDUALS  

across 11 counties enrolled 
in state and local health 
coverage programs by 
Advancing Justice-LA 

HEALTH JUSTICE  
NETWORK partners

354
DACA  
APPLICANTS 
ASSISTED 

607 
domestic violence  
SURVIVORS SERVED
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Our Reach & Impact in 2015
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Donors & Supporters
Asian Americans Advancing Justice-Los Angeles 2015 donors, supporters, and program funders, including donations in 
support of the 32nd Anniversary Dinner. 

Parenthetical references indicate multi-year gifts. Multi-year donors are listed in the category that reflects their cumulative gift. We strive to be as accurate as possible with 
our donor listings. If we made an error, please let us know by calling (213) 977-7500 or emailing donate@advancingjustice-la.org.

$1,000,000+
The California Endowment (’14-’16) 
Marguerite Casey Foundation (’15-’20) 
New Americans Campaign (funded by Carnegie Corporation of  

New York, Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Fund, John S. and James L. Knight 
Foundation, JPB Foundation, Houston Endowment, Rockefeller Brothers 
Fund, and Wallace H. Coulter Foundation) (in collaboration with 
Immigrant Legal Resource Center) (’14-’16)

Wallace H. Coulter Foundation (’12-’20) 
Walter & Shirley Wang (’13-’18) 

$500,000–$999,999
Ahmanson Foundation (’14-’16) 
California Community Foundation (’13-’16)
California Health Benefit Exchange (Covered California) (’14-’16)
Cyrus Chung Ying Tang Foundation (’14-’19)
Ford Foundation (’15-’17) 
The James Irvine Foundation (’13-’17) 
Lao Niu Foundation (’14-’17) 
Long Family Foundation (’13-’18) 
State Bar of California Legal Services Trust Fund Program (’13-’15) 
United States Department of Justice – Office on Violence  

Against Women (’13-’15)
United States Department of Homeland Security – United States 

Citizenship and Immigration (’13-’17) 
Weingart Foundation (’13-’16) 

$250,000–$499,999
Bank of America (’14-’17) 
County of Los Angeles – Department of Public Social Services (’13-’16) 
Kaiser Foundation Hospitals, Southern California Region (’15-’17)
Rose Hills Foundation (’14-’16) 

$100,000–$249,999
Annenberg Foundation (’15-’16) 
Bet Tzedek Legal Services (’13-’15) 
The California Wellness Foundation (’13-’15) 
DentaQuest Foundation (’15-’16) 
Dwight Stuart Youth Fund (’15-’16) 
Equal Justice Works (’15-’17) 
Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. Fund (’14-’16)
First 5 LA (’14-’16) 
I.S. Wong Foundation (’13-’18)
J.T. Tai & Co. Foundation 
Julia Gouw
Kebok Foundation – At the request of Kathleen C. Kim, Esq. (’13-’17) 
Pacific American Fish Company, Inc. 
Panda Charitable Foundation (’12-’16) 
Ralph M. Parsons Foundation (’13-’15) 
Royal Thai Consulate General (’14-’16) 
Skadden Fellowship Foundation (‘15-’17) 
Southern California Edison (’14-’16) 
United Way of Greater Los Angeles (’14-’16) 

$50,000–$99,999
AARP (’14-’15) 
Comcast | NBCUniversal 
East West Bank
Ford Foundation (in collaboration with Asian Americans Advancing 

Justice-AAJC) (’14-’16)
Citi Community Development (in collaboration with Mayor’s Fund  

for Los Angeles) (’15-’17) 
National Education Association (in collaboration with California  

Faculty Association)
NEO Philanthropy – Four Freedoms Fund (’14-’15) 
Pat Brown Institute for Public Affairs at Cal State LA 
Nita Song (’15-‘19) 
Southern California Gas Company (’15-’16) 
United States Department of Justice – Office for Victims of Crime  

(in collaboration with Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles) (’14-’16) 
Vietnamese American Bar Association of Northern California Law 

Foundation (’15-’16) 
Verizon (’14-’16) 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation (in collaboration with Asian Americans 

Advancing Justice-AAJC) (’15-’16) 
United Parcel Service

$25,000–$49,999
AT&T (’15-’16) 
The Campaign for College Opportunity (’14-’15) 
Paul S. Chan, Esq. & Kim Gohata (’13-’17)
The Coca-Cola Company
Green Foundation (’14-’15)
The James Irvine Foundation (in collaboration with Advancement Project) 

(’14-’15) 
Kenneth T. & Johanna Kim 
Katherine H. Ku, Esq. (’15-’19)
Liberty Hill Foundation (in collaboration with Gender Justice  

Los Angeles) (’13-’15) 
Joseph M. & Denise Lumarda (’14-’18) 
Miss Me (’14-’15)
Anne Shen Smith (’15-’19) 
Union Bank Foundation (’14-’16) 
Unitarian Universalist Veatch Program at Shelter Rock (’15-’16) 
Wells Fargo Foundation (’15-’16) 
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$10,000–$24,999
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP 
American Airlines 
American Civil Liberties Union of Northern 

California (in collaboration with California 
Immigrant Policy Center) (’14-’15)

Bird, Marella, Boxer, Wolpert, Nessim,  
Drooks, Lincenberg & Rhow

Michael J. & Mary T. Brennan (’13-’17)
California Bank & Trust 
Capital Group 
Cathay Bank
Enterprise Rent-A-Car 
Friends of Nita Song 
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP 
Glaser Weil Fink Howard Avchen & Shapiro LLP 
IW Group, Inc. 
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation  

(in collaboration with Catholic Legal 
Immigration Network, Inc.) (’15-’16)

Kaiser Permanente 
E.C. (Pony) & Kay Lee 
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP 
Microsoft
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP 
Nielsen 
Open Society Foundations (in collaboration  

with Catholic Legal Immigration  
Network, Inc.) (’15-’16) 

Panda Restaurant Group, Inc. 
Proteus Fund (in collaboration with  

Asian Americans Advancing Justice-  
Asian Law Caucus) (’14-’16) 

Rosenberg Foundation (’15-’16) 
Rosenberg Foundation (in collaboration  

with Asian Americans Advancing Justice- 
Asian Law Caucus) (’14-’15) 

Jack Kou-Hwa Shu & Mary Ellen Kwoh Shu
Bonnie Tang, Esq. & Greg Song –  

Partially in memory of Chor Chai Tan
Time Warner Cable 
United Parcel Service Foundation
The Walt Disney Company

$5,000–$9,999
AEG
American Bar Association Section of Litigation –  

Justice Assistance Fund (’15-’16) 
Banc of California (’15-’16) 
Baker & McKenzie LLP 
Broadcom
Shirley S. Cho, Esq. (’15-’19) 
Cooper, White & Cooper LLP
DIRECTV, Inc.
Roy Jasso (’13-’17)
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Latham & Watkins LLP  
John S.C. Lim, Esq. 
Lim, Ruger & Kim, LLP
Macy’s
McDermott Will & Emery LLP
Milbank, Tweed, Hadley & McCloy LLP
NBC 4 Southern California
O’Melveny & Myers LLP 

Pacific Life Foundation 
Reed Smith LLP 
Rodriguez, Horii, Choi & Cafferata LLP
Shapiro Family Charitable Foundation of 

California Community Foundation
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Susan Butler Plum Fund for Justice of  

Liberty Hill Foundation (’14-’15) 
Marie & Chor Chai Tan 
Vizio
The Westin Bonaventure Hotel & Suites 
WilmerHale 

$2,500–$4,999
ABC7
Pauline M. Aranas, Esq. 
Caldwell Leslie & Proctor, PC 
California Pan-Ethnic Health Network
California Teachers Association
County of Los Angeles, Office of Supervisor  

Mark Ridley-Thomas
Dykema Gossett PLLC 
FDG Fund of the Tides Foundation –  

At the request of Vu-Bang Nguyen &  
Mike Tinio (’14-’15) 

Greenberg Glusker Fields Claman & 
Machtinger LLP

Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP 
Hitachi, Ltd.
Holland & Knight LLP
Jones Day
Fred & Diana Kong 
Koreatown Plaza
Martin V. Lee, Esq. – Partially in memory  

of Chor Chai Tan 
Manufacturers Bank
Paramount Pictures
Parker Mills LLP
Frank J. Quevedo
Sandy Sakamoto 
Service Employees International Union –  

Los Angeles 
Sidley Austin LLP
SkyRose Chapel Foundation (’15-’16) 
The Song Law Group, APLC
William Lew Tan, Esq. (’14-’16) –  

Partially in memory of Chor Chai Tan 
Tides Foundation (’14-’15) 
Winston & Strawn LLP 

$1,200–$2,499
Asian Pacific American Leadership Foundation
Asian Pacific Community Fund 
BBCN Bank
The Benevity Community Impact Fund –  

At the request of Stevie Pyon and Google Inc. 
BP Corporation North America –  

At the request of Stephen C. Lee
Center for Asian Americans United for  

Self Empowerment
Sandra Chan, Esq. & Gary Yoshimura, Esq. 
Elena Chang (’13-’15)
Steve Chang (’13-‘15)

Charles C. Low, DDS, MS, Inc., Specialist  
in Orthodontics

Crowell & Moring 
Eng & Nishimura
Friends of Don Jue
Gomez & Furukawa
Veronica Gutierrez
Hadsell Stormer & Renick LLP
Hon. Howard Halm (’13-’15)
Betty Hung, Esq. 
Joseph & Jacqueline Kirshbaum Memorial Fund 

of Liberty Hill Foundation
Jung & Yuen, LLP
Beong-Soo Kim
Knobbe Martens 
Korean American Bar Association of  

Southern California 
Landwin Hospitality, LLC
Lee Tran & Liang LLP 
Sally Lew (’13-’15)
Justin Ma, Esq.
Mayer Brown LLP 
John A. Nerland
Orange County Asian American  

Bar Association 
Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP
Pacific Commerce Bank
Janet Park (’14-’16)
Nancy Ramirez
Rose Hills Memorial Park & Mortuary
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP
Eileen A. Shibata (’15-’16) 
South Asian Bar Association of  

Southern California  
Southern California Chinese Lawyers Association 
Southern California Public Radio
Shirley Su
Martin Tachiki, Esq. 
Kevin M. Tamaki 
Thai American Bar Association 
Thomas Whitelaw & Kolegraff LLP 
Hon. Casimiro U. Tolentino 
University of California, Los Angeles
VALIC
Walker Stevens Cannom LLP
Karin Wang, Esq. & Jeff T. Matsuda (’13-’15) 
Wells Fargo 
Whole Kids Foundation 
Jack S. Yeh, Esq. (’15-’16) 
Clayton K. Yeung & Sam E. Lucas, Esq.  

(‘13-‘15) – Partially in memory of  
Chor Chai Tan
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$500–$1,199
Sandro Andretta 
Asian Pacific American  

Bar Association of  
Los Angeles County 

AT&T Services, Inc. 
Bank of America  

Charitable Foundation –  
At the request of Fung Der 

Bill Wong LLC
Michelle Burkart, Esq. 
Duane Morris LLP
Leslie Furukawa – Partially in 

memory of Chor Chai Tan
Albert Giang, Esq.
Johnnie Giles  
Laura L. Glickman, Esq. &  

James D. Leewong, Esq. 
Vincent M. Gonzales, Esq. 
Kenneth Fong
Hon. Rose Hom – In memory of 

Edwin & Joan K. Hom
Grace K. Hu
iDepo Reporters
Japanese American Bar 

Association  
Law Offices of Charles C.H. Wu  
Lilian S. Ileto
Elvin Kay	
Jason Kelly, Esq. 
Kinaga Law Firm
Kirkland & Ellis LLP 
Suwen Kuo
Law Offices of Jennifer Lin Lieu,  

A Prof. Corporation
Jason R. Lee	
Rebecca K. Lee
LegalZoom.com, Inc.
Edward Lew, Esq. 
Albert Justin Lum, Esq.
Patricia Chau Nguyen
Faviola Ochoa
Ginger & Arthur Ong 
Philippine American  

Bar Association
Esther Ro, Esq. 
Rutan & Tucker, LLP 
David Ryu
Stone Tapert Employee Benefits
Julius B. Thomas
Valero Wilmington Refinery 

(’14-’16)
Walzer Melcher LLP
Edward V. Yang (’13-’16)
Hanna Yoon, Esq. (’13-’15)
Mark Yoshida, Esq. &  

Bich Ngoc Do
Candice T. Zee, Esq. 

$250–$499
Xujin Andrade
Asian Pacific Health  

Care Venture
Isabel Bussarakum, Esq.
California State University, 

Northridge
Robert Chan
Shelly Chen
Lillian Chu, Esq.
Cesar Cruz
Firdaus Dordi, Esq.
Lenore N. Dowling
Phil Ellis
Camilla M. Eng, Esq.
Melissa O. Evidente, Esq.
Alan V. Friedman, Esq. 
Elizabeth A. Frye, Esq.
Hon. Dolly M. Gee
Mike Gin
Stephen Ho
Allison M. Hong
Ray Chia-Lei Hsu, Esq.
Sidney Kanazawa, Esq.
Michael Kerkman
Candice Kim
John Kobara
Nathan Kwoh
Patricia Lee Kwoh
Francis S. Lam, Esq.
Hayden Lee
Lennette W. Lee, Esq.
Linda Leipheimer, Esq.
Amy Leung, Esq.
Little Tokyo Service Center 
Los Angeles Center for Law  

and Justice
Los Angeles County  

Asian American  
Employees Association

Hon. Elaine Lu
Elwood Lui, Esq. & Crystal Lui
Harry Mar
Janice Mau, Esq.
Daniel Mayeda, Esq. –  

In honor of Stewart Kwoh 
Lola McAlpin-Grant, Esq.
Kitti Meesin
Theresa Montano
Mariko M. & Ray S. Motoyama
Paul Naik
Anthony Ng
Hon. Cary H. Nishimoto
Steven T. Nutter, Esq.
Sun Ja Oak
Sergio Perez, Esq.
Dr. James & Ruth Ann Phang
ProAmerica Bank
South Asian Bar Association 

of Southern California Public 
Interest Foundation

South Asian Helpline and  
Referral Agency

St. Mary Medical Center
Bethany Stevens, Esq.
William C. Sung, Esq.
Juthamas Suwatanapongched, Esq.  
Hon. Diane M. L. Tan
Toyota Motor Sales – Torrance, CA 
My Trinh	
James & Holly Woon
Christina Yang, Esq.
Elizabeth Yang, Esq.
Martin Yang – In memory of  

Chor Chai Tan
Philip & Judy Yang
Debbie L. Young, Esq.
Tracy Zhu

Up to $249*
Evelyn M. Alls 
Carol Ally-Keltner	
Anonymous (4) 
Alisa Carithers
Jason Carlow – In honor of  

Diana Jou
Viveka Chen
William & Jeanette Chow
Narissara Daengkomen
Fung Der 
Shirley Dere
Kevin Endo  
William Fang
Elaine J. Fong
Jason David Gilbertson
Miguel Gonzalez – In honor of 

Diana Jou
Gulfstream Aerospace Corp. 
Rita Gunasekaran, Esq. 
Kenneth & Jo Ann Hamamura
Serim Hong
Deborah Huang
Douglas Ikemi
John & Ellen Ing
Ismael Ileto
Leslie Ito & Steven Wong
Won Tae Jang
JustGive – At the request  

of Daniel Mayeda
Alvin Kang
Jerry Kang, Esq. 
Liliana Kim
Emily T. Kuwahara, Esq.
Vanessa Lam – In honor of  

Diana Jou 
Minchau Le  
Ella S. Leong
Henry Leung
Lixin Liu
Marvin Luke
Meryl Marshall-Daniels, Esq. 
Kim Masao Mochizuki	
Hon. George S. Nakano
Robert S. Nishinaka, Esq. 
Michael S. Oberlitner

Janice Y. Osumi
Melinda Ou
Julie Paik
Caitlin C. Patler
Michelle Prichard &  

Rodney J. Lane
Cristina M. & Jesse R. Regalado
Avis Ridley-Thomas
Susan Roe 
Raymond Sakai, Esq. 
Kathy Sakuma
Rebecca Shea – In memory of 

Chor Chai Tan
Jonathan C. Shih, Esq. 
Debbie Smith 
Chong Ae Stott
Hank Stoy – In honor of the  

Thai Garment Workers 
Kevin Sung 
Renee Tajima-Peña 
Bennel Thompkins
Kenneth Ty – In honor of  

Anne Kim 
Brandon Wong
Dore H. Wong
Ashuka Xue
Jun Yamagishi – In honor of  

Diana Jou
Yurika Yamakawaneal 
Susie Yan
Lester Yano & Estelle Chun
Nolan Young
Jacqueline Yu – In memory of 

John Delloro 
Maria Yu
Peter T. Yu 

*�Does not include individual 
ticket purchases, silent auction, 
or opportunity drawing for 
events. 
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Pro Bono Partnership & Volunteer Support

Marie Josielyn Angeles
Mario Baluyot
Claudia Barberena  
Erwin Camacho
David Carpenter 
Hannah Cary
Amanda Chen
Amy Choe
Henna Choi
Grant Cohen
Shannon Coit
Sean Commons
Steven Cong 
Cheng Xuan (Aaron) Dai
Wendy Davis
Joseph De Leon
Ted Dillman
Sylvia Dominguez
Maximillian Feldman
Sonia Figueroa
Radchi Flores
Che Ching (Annabelle) Fu
Albert Giang
Carl Grumer
Elaine Hang
Ben Hershman
Yi-Chin Ho
Becky Hu
Felix Huang
Jia Jia Huang
Gregory Jones
Ashley Jung
Nisha Kashyap
Manpavan Kaur
Charles Kertell
Jean Kim
Joan Kim
Louis Kim
Lucy Kim
Nicole Kim
Marguerite Kingsley
Lisa Knofel
Jennifer Koo
Ka Yuet (Kodi) Lam
Jade Leung
Ou Liang
Mandana Massoumi
Catherine Meller
Hector Munoz
Sid Nadkami

Jan Nishizawa
Kelly Oki
Joni Ostler 
Kay Park
Young Park
Rita Patel
Lourdes Pena
Eric Pettis
Philip Phinney
Hyunjeong (Joyce) Rho
James Rimonte
Vanessa Roman
Michael Romey
Katherine Rykken
Evelyn Shieh
Jonathan Shih
Sophia Shin
Jiunn-Jye Tang
Elizabeth Tanner
Sara Taylor 
Kathreya Thongsiri
Mercedes Tipton
Mary Tran
Hing Man (Mandy) Tsang
Sharayne Tuala
Yu Ueno
Angela Maria Villamizar
Liping (Lily) Wang
Philip Wang
Ping Wang
Shelley Wang
Violet Wang
Yuxi Wang
Tali Weiss
Alexandra Welch
Rebecca Wolitz
Hannah Wong
Queenie Wong
Di Wu
Wen Biao Wu
Hua (Helen) Xiang
Sam Xiang 
Albert Yeh
Dominic Yoong
Peng Fei Zhao
Pardis Zomorodi
Lauren Zweier 

*�This list includes individuals who have 
volunteered 10 or more hours.

The following individuals and organizations donated their time, resources, and talents to advance the mission of 
Asian Americans Advancing Justice-Los Angeles. We thank them for their dedication and assistance.*

Pro Bono Advisory Council 
Isabel Bussarakum, Caldwell Leslie & Proctor, PC 
Wendy Chang, Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP 
David Chao, Bird Marella PC 
Julia Cherlow, Glaser Weil Fink Howard Avchen & Shapiro LLP 
Rosemarie (Marie) Jones, Bank of America 
Jason Kelly, Kirkland & Ellis LLP 
Nicole Kim, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP
Seong Kim, Seyfarth Shaw LLP 
Vivian Kim, Dykema Gossett PLLC 
Francis S. Lam, Sidley Austin LLP 
Adrienne Lee, Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton LLP 
Katie Lee, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP 
Jade Leung, Manatt, Phelps & Phillips LLP 
Edward Lew, The Walt Disney Company 
Norma Nava, Lim, Ruger & Kim LLP 
Van Nguyen, Crowell & Moring LLP 
Arnold Pamplona, McDermott Will & Emery LLP 
Tiffany Phan, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP 
Esther Ro, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
Jonathan Shih, Latham & Watkins LLP 
Olivia Tran, Winston & Strawn LLP 
Nilay Vora, Lee Tran & Liang LLP 
Stacey Wang, Holland & Knight LLP 
Claire Yan, Munger,Tolles & Olson LLP 
David Yang, Walker Stevens Cannom LLP 
Christopher B. Yeh, Duane Morris LLP 
Patricia Yew, O’Melveny & Myers LLP 
Steven K. Yoda, Walzer Melcher LLP 
Justin Yu, Mayer Brown LLP 
Kathy Yu, Latham & Watkins LLP 
Elaine Zhong, WilmerHale 
Monica Zi, Reed Smith LLP
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Grants 85%

Program Services 
85%

Fundraising 
7%

Individuals +  
Special Events 
10%

Administrative 
8%

Rental + Interest Income 2%

Program + Attorney Recovery Fees 3%

ASSETS
Cash + Cash Equivalents 	 $2,911,907

Long-term Investments 	 $7,272,753

Grants + Pledges Receivables:	 $3,451,460

Property + Equipment, Net 	 $2,237,459

Deposits 	 $9,050

TOTAL ASSETS 	 $15,882,629

LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable + Accrued Expenses	 $165,041

Accrued Employee Benefits	 $250,351

Grants Payable 	 $900,340

Custodial Funds 	 $2,814

TOTAL LIABILITIES	 $1,318,546

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted 	 $7,430,252

Temporarily Restricted 	 $6,133,831

Permanently Restricted 	 $1,000,000

TOTAL NET ASSETS 	 $14,564,083

TOTAL LIABILITIES + NET ASSETS	 $15,882,629

EXPENSES

2015 Statement of Financial Position

SUPPORT & REVENUE
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Board of Directors
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

CHAIR
Nita Song
President & Chief Executive Officer
IW Group, Inc.

FIRST VICE CHAIR
Marie Tan
President
Marie Tan, CPA,  A Prof. Corporation

VICE CHAIR
William Lew Tan, Esq.
President
Tan & Sakiyama, A Prof. Corporation

VICE CHAIR
Hon. Casimiro U. Tolentino
Administrative Law Judge (retired)
State of California

SECRETARY
Manisha Merchant, Esq.
Senior Vice President,  

Assistant General Counsel
Banc of California

TREASURER
Vincent M. Gonzales, Esq.
Senior Environmental Counsel
Southern California Gas Company

CO-CHAIR, EXECUTIVE ADVISORY COUNCIL
Martin V. Lee, Esq.
Partner
Famco Investments

CO-CHAIR, EXECUTIVE ADVISORY COUNCIL
Sandy Sakamoto, Esq.
Partner
Lim, Ruger & Kim, LLP

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Stewart Kwoh, Esq.
President & Executive Director
Asian Americans Advancing Justice-  

Los Angeles

MEMBERS AT LARGE

Michael J. Brennan 

Paul S. Chan, Esq.
Partner
Bird, Marella, Boxer, Wolpert, Nessim,  

Drooks, Lincenberg & Rhow

Shirley S. Cho, Esq.
Partner
Pachulski Stang Ziehl & Jones LLP

Fung Der
Managing Director
Bank of America

Leslie Furukawa, Esq.
Partner
Gomez & Furukawa

Johnnie Giles
Executive Director of External Affairs &  

Vice President, Government Affairs
Comcast | NBC Universal

Veronica Gutierrez
Vice President, Local Public Affairs
Southern California Edison

Peter Y. Huh
President & Chief Executive Officer
Pacific American Fish Company, Inc.

Roy Jasso
Vice President, Community Development
Wells Fargo

Alvin D. Kang

Joseph K. Kim, Esq.
Partner
O’Melveny & Myers LLP

Kathleen C. Kim, Esq.
Professor of Law
Loyola Law School

Katherine H. Ku, Esq.
Partner
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Joseph M. Lumarda
Senior Vice President
Capital Guardian Trust Company

Timothy J. McCallion
President – Verizon California
Verizon

Loc Nam Nguyen
Director, Immigration and  

Refugee Department
Catholic Charities of Los Angeles

Mary Jane Perez
Senior Sales Director – Enterprise Accounts
Microsoft

Anne Shen Smith
Southern California Gas Company (retired)

Kevin M. Tamaki
Director – External Affairs
AT&T

Betty Rengifo Uribe, Ed.D.
Executive Vice President
California Bank & Trust

Dennis Uyemura
California Bank & Trust (retired)

John M. Yamamoto, Esq.
Southern California Regional Counsel &  

Vice President Government & Community 
Relations

Kaiser Permanente

Jack S. Yeh, Esq.
Partner
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP
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Executive Advisory Council
CO-CHAIR
Martin V. Lee, Esq.
Famco Investments

CO-CHAIR
Sandy Sakamoto, Esq.
Lim, Ruger & Kim, LLP

PRO-BONO 
ADVISORY COUNCIL LIASON
Wendy Chang, Esq.
Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP

Fred Abdelnour
Enterprise Rent-A-Car

Paul K. Abe
Union Bank

Celeste M. Alleyne
Microsoft

Samona Caldwell
State Farm Insurance Companies

Thomas T. Chan, Esq.
Fox Rothschild LLP

Stewart Chang, Esq.
Whittier Law School

Ed Chen
Athens Services

Lily Lee Chen

Raymond K. Cheng
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center

Andrew Cherng
Panda Restaurant Group, Inc.

William C. Choi, Esq.
Rodriguez, Horii, Choi &  

Cafferata LLP

Anjan Choudhury, Esq.
South Asian Bar Association  

of Southern California

Aimee M. Contreras-Camua, Esq.
Sidley Austin LLP

Cornelia H. Dai, Esq.
Hadsell Stormer & Renick LLP

LaVerne G. Davis

Hon. Michael F. Eng
Eng & Nishimura

Daniel S. Floyd, Esq.
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP

Alex H. Fukui, Esq.
California Bank & Trust

Lori Gage
Hitachi, Ltd.

Albert Giang, Esq.
Caldwell Leslie & Proctor, PC

Mónica Gil
Nielsen

Garrett Gin
Bank of America

Christine Gonong, Esq.
Philippine American  

Bar Association

Dean Hansell, Esq.
Hogan Lovells US LLP

Terri Hernandez Rosales
NBC 4 Southern California

Irene Hirano Inouye

Ming Chen Hsu
J.T. Tai & Co. Foundation

Dixie Johansen
California Teachers Association

Don Jue

Lisa B. Kim, Esq.
Reed Smith LLP

Patricia A. Kinaga, Esq.
Kinaga Law Firm

Arnold Kleiner

Jonathan B. Ko, Esq.
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 

Flom LLP

Joanna M. Kong, Esq.
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer &  

Feld LLP

Yul Kwon
Facebook

Judy M. Lam, Esq.

Philip H. Lam, Esq.
Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office

C. David Lee, Esq.
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Gloria J. Lee, Esq.
Rutan & Tucker, LLP

Stephen C. Lee, Esq.
BP America Inc.

Jin Lew, Esq.
Korean American Bar Association  

of Southern California

Benjamin S. Lin, Esq.
Orange County Asian American Bar 

Association

Vincent S. Loh, Esq.
Michelman & Robinson, LLP

Warren R. Loui, Esq.
Winston & Strawn LLP

Gail C. Louis, Esq.
Automobile Club of  

Southern California

John K. Ly, Esq.
Liang Ly LLP

Antonio Manning
JPMorgan Chase & Co.

Noel Massie
United Parcel Service

Nancy Matsui
American Airlines

Diane G. Medina
ABC7

Debra Nakatomi
Nakatomi & Associates

Daphne Ng
Southern California Edison

Tam Nguyen
Advance Beauty College

Edward Perron, Esq.
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw  

Pittman LLP

Stevie Pyon, Esq.
DIRECTV, Inc.

Carol W. Quan
Los Angeles County  

Assessor’s Office

Cristina M. Regalado
The Workshop

Teresa Samaniego
ABC7

Faith Santoso, Esq.
Southern California Chinese 

Lawyers Association

Martha Saucedo
AEG

Bill H. Seki, Esq.
Seki, Nishimura & Watase, LLP

Ralph Shapiro
Avondale Investment Partners

Rebecca Shea
The Huntington Library,  

Art Collections, and  
Botanical Gardens

Eileen A. Shibata, Esq.
Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc.

Joyce Shimazu
LA-18 / KSCI-TV

Carmen J. Smith
Walt Disney Imagineering

Mimi R. Song
Superior Grocers

Chris Sukhaphadhana, Esq.
Thai American Bar Association

Brian A. Sun, Esq.
Jones Day

Jack C. Sung, Esq.
Taiwanese American  

Lawyers Association

Judy Suwatanapongched, Esq.
Asian Pacific American  

Bar Association of  
Los Angeles County

Hoyt Y. Sze, Esq.
Prospect Medical Holdings, Inc.

Kenneth Tanaka, Esq. 
Japanese American  

Bar Association

Donald Tang
Daley & Tang Partners LLC

Peter R. Villegas
The Coca-Cola Company

Emily Wang
East West Bank

Jonathan Weedman
Wells Fargo

Dora Wong
The Coca-Cola Company

Jai Lee Wong

Kent Wong
UCLA Center for Labor  

Research and Education

Felix T. Woo, Esq.
Dentons

Michael K. Woo
California State Polytechnic 

University, Pomona, College  
of Environmental Design

Yoko Yagi, Esq.
Home Depot

Edward V. Yang
iSoftStone Inc.

Joong-Nam Yang
Koreatown Plaza 

Stan K. Yang, Esq.
The Yang Law Group

Clayton K. Yeung
Nielsen

Alice Yuan, Esq.
Kirkland & Ellis, LLP
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Staff
Tanzila Ahmed 
Marvin Andrade
Povi-Tamu Bryant
Randy Bunnao
Jaime (Jimmy) Castaneda 
Alice Chan
Michael Chan
Dorothy Chang, Esq. 
Christine Chen, Esq.
Shelly Chen
Lona Cheung
Connie Choi, Esq. 
Clara Chiu
Kathleen Chuman
Kate Chung
Sandra Chung, Esq.
Jacqueline Dan, Esq.
Priscilla Dea
Edward Flores
Li'i Furumoto
Sophaleena Gershoff
Jeffer Giang
Thuwadara Goldman
Janet Guan
Gloria Ho
Ivona Holland
Laboni Hoq, Esq.
Janelle Hu
Maxine Hu
Tiffany Huang
Betty Hung, Esq.
Dan Ichinose
Angelique Jackson

Theresa Jung
Paul Jung, Esq.
Annie Kao
Nasim Khansari
Anna Kim, Esq. 
Carolyn Kim, Esq.
Moon Kyu Kim
Deanna Kitamura, Esq.
Stewart Kwoh, Esq.
Christopher Lapinig.
Joanna Lee
Alice Li 
Debby Lin, Esq. 
Xingzhou Liu
Cindy Lo
Connie Lo
Hilary Low
Meeran Mahmud, Esq.
Izumi Miyake, Esq.
Gaelin Monkman-Kotz
Ken Montenegro
Joanne Nakai
Jang Woo Nam
Patricia Neville
Anthony Ng
Nicole Ochi, Esq.
Natt Orapin
Julio Orellana
Tiffany Panlilio
Janet Park
Trina Lei Pasumbal
Parijia Patel, Esq.
Mike Pedro

Quynh Pham 
Diana Price 
Anthony Roh, Esq.
Martha Ruch, Esq.
Kristin Sakaguchi
Faith Santoso, Esq.
Michelle Saucedo
Yanin Senachai, Esq.
Araceli Simeón-Luna
Betty Song, Esq.
Quincy Surasmith
Minako Suzuki
Leana Taing, Esq. 
Bonnie Tang, Esq.
Aman Thind, Esq.
Leslie Toy
Huy Tran
John Trang, Esq.
Karina Trieu
Beryl Tung
Karin Wang, Esq.
James Weng
Ayano Wolff
Doreena Wong, Esq.
Kimberly Wu 
Christina Yang, Esq.
Teresa Ying
Mark Yoshida, Esq.
Geralyn Yparraguirre
Jing Zhang 
Siwen Zhang 

32nd Anniversary Dinner
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